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the dynamic range meters in foobar2000the dynamic range meters in foobar2000 can be found in
the setup menu. the dynamic range meter, with a value of 1, stands for pure distortion, i.e. if the dr

meter is greater than 1, the music stands for distortion. if the dr meter is less than 1, the music
stands for dynamic range. in the rest of this text, the value of the dr meter is indicated as dr. to get a
more detailed overview of the dr meter, the following is shown: and here is the best part: unlike any
other meter on the market today, bx_meter will let you track, compare, and see trends in real time,
so you can make important adjustments and fix any problems before they cause trouble for you. the

bx_meter is truly a unique piece of software that is designed to be used and used often, not
something to be played around with once or twice. it is designed to be a tool to help you make the
most of your mixes and master and track your progress. it is not a load of "fluff" that you will use

only when you get desperate to get a "like". it is a tool you should use regularly, like a baseball bat,
because it will help you be the best you can be, and that is what matters most. if you are serious
about mixing and mastering music, you need to consider working with a professional. i've been

fortunate to work with some of the best people in the business, but regardless of who you work with,
you will always benefit from getting accurate, reliable information so you can understand the

process and how to fix problems. if you have a loud mix, you will not have a loud mastering. if you
have a dynamic mix, you will not have a dynamic mastering. the truth is, you can't measure a

dynamic mix by applying a meter.
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i always tell my students that the most
important aspect of mastering is dynamics
and that mastering with dynamics is only
half of the master process. mastering with
dynamics is essential to finalizing a good
final product. it turns out that this is not

always taken into account by the engineers
on the studio floor. over the years i have
worked with engineers who have told me

that it is good enough as it is. or when they
do work with dynamics, they confuse it with

loudness. it is not until we get on a level
where we can distinguish between dynamics
and loudness that we can really understand
the importance of mastering with dynamics.
with bx_meter, you can clearly see that your
mix is lacking in dynamic range and make
corrections. if it is loudness, then you will
quickly notice that you can make it louder
without compromising your sound quality.

you can also clearly see what dynamic range
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reduction you are doing and make
corrections to your mix. once you are happy
with your mix, you can click the trim button

and make your final adjustments. but
mastering does not end here. as a mastering
engineer, you are also responsible for fixing

the dynamics of your master. you can do this
by making the loudest possible master that

has the least amount of sound-quality
damage (referred to as sonic crush). in
mastering we always try to achieve the

loudest possible master that is safe. this is
called the “master” as it is the final product

that will go out to the public. in the
mastering process, we make sure that all the
components of the master are in good shape

before we turn on our mastering power.
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