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We were all together in a furnished barn with straw on the floor. With a few big easels, eight
lights, a small table with another easel and a camera, and other equipment. Also a pile of
negative film, a group of techs and assistants, and lots of good food and drink. One of the

assistants had an impressive camera system on a cart he had dragged over a couple of nights
earlier. He was about to set up a lighting rig for the night shoot. We had big windows of glass
and a few that had been painted over. A couple of the bulbs had to be replaced with lamps

because of the low electricity. In the morning the techs replaced them and started preparing
the material. 50,000 TV viewers watched the opening ceremony that night. Then the crowd
started to empty, and all the lights went off. Some of the lights were on and others off. That
night we were shooting a continuous roll of film. People were leaving, then we were asked to

stop. Or at least we got the message to stop. We didnt know what was happening, but Im
pretty sure the crowd had started to disperse. People were more concerned about the long
wait on the line for the garbage bins to open. Meanwhile, some of the participants were still

getting ready, trying to figure out how to stay in character or stop. Some of the lights were on,
some off. The technical director (C) noticed the film stopped. Theres no way to tell what they

were doing. Its not clear what happened in those moments, but by the time the ceremony
ended people had time to start to talk. I looked for C and tried to ask. It didnt seem like he

understood the question. He was exhausted, having worked long hours of the day and night.
At the time I didnt think about it again until 2 weeks later, when I was telling him about that
night. When I asked what happened to the shot, he told me it was over. I had learned to get

used to that answer. The answers were never clear. Later we learned that C had set up a
studio nearby. His idea had been to use that camera system that weighed a ton and was too
complicated to transport to the big studio. It wasnt going to work with just the three of us. So
he did it. I dont think hes ever told me what happened to the shot. It was my one opportunity
to get closure. But thats never happened. Ive lost all track of how the film developed. It is not

in the archives, my belief is, because it was the only time that we set up a studio in a
university. We didnt know that. C didnt know that. Earlier, we were told to put on our costumes
and paint our faces. People were lining up outside. C had his work to do. He would come out of

the studio after his shots and talk to us, explain what we would do that day. It didnt mean
much. Nobody believed us about what we were doing and who we were. We werent allowed to

tell anyone outside about the character we were playing. We werent supposed to talk to
people. That was Cs job. Our family and friends couldnt understand why we were doing this.
They didnt even know Im in a wheelchair. I really didnt think about how they would react. I

guess I worried that they would be upset with me. They didnt know what I had gone through.
My family had never seen my legs and I couldnt hide how it had happened. Then Im looking for
my mom and there she is. Im really excited, Im so happy she was there. She understands. I tell
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her and Im crying. She doesnt laugh.

1st Studio Siberian Mouse

The two of them advanced on the house, and poked and pried and pried, and werent really
sure what they were looking for, but they kept at it, and found it before long. A teaspoon of

glass where a window pane used to be. A broken lamp. A pane from a picture, and a chunk of
wood off of the couch. Their heart sank as they saw all the things they had to replace, but they

didnt want to give up. They went back to the studio and got tools, and made a fresh start,
picking up the broken things and rebuilding them. But they werent exactly happy about what
they saw. The pieces didnt fit well, or they fell apart, and they werent happy. They didnt look
right. They had no sense of satisfaction. They felt trapped, even as they couldnt stand to live

anywhere else. I mean, at least they didnt have to live in a bad apartment with a leaking
ceiling, the floors sticky and moldy and damp. They travel up to Russia and the Russian-China
border, with a few visits to former Manchukuo. Bernardo Bertolucci visually ravishing spectacle
about the life of Pu Yi (1905-1967), the last Chinese emperor, is a genuine rarity: a blockbuster

that manages to be historically instructive and intensely personal at the same time. Pu Yi
(played by three children at ages 3, 8, and 15, and by John Lone as an adult) remained an

outsider to contemporary Chinese history for most of his life, being confined to the Forbidden
City for 12 years, seeking assistance from the Japanese after he was ousted in 1924, and

winding up as the puppet ruler of the new state of Manchukuo in the early 30s; after Japans
surrender in 1945, he spent five years in a Siberian prison camp and nine more as a political

prisoner of the Peoples Republic of China before he was released as an ordinary Chinese
citizen in 1959, ending his days happily as a gardener and researcher. Interestingly, Bertolucci
uses Pu Yis remoteness from China as an objective correlative of our own cultural distance as

Westerners (virtually all of the dialogue is rendered in English), and, with scriptwriter Mark
Peploe, brilliantly employs a dialectical flashback structure that shows Pu Yis life from the

vantage point of his reeducation in the 50s. Read more 5ec8ef588b
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