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"The Border Patrol has a simple mission," Pete Nunez, acting chief of the U.S. Border Patrol, said

last year. "It is to protect the United States and its borders." But the mission doesn't seem so simple to
the Mexican government, which says borderlands guard dogs have killed at least 26 people and

wounded dozens of others. The dogs, which work for the U.S. Border Patrol, have killed 31 people
and wounded more than 100 others in the last five years, Mexico's Interior Ministry reported

Thursday. The dogs, owned by private companies that work for the agency, work in a special force
known as the "Canine Force," or K-9s. Their job is "to find contraband, narcotics and other illegal
objects," said the agency. Agents also take care of the dogs, whom they transport from station to
station across the border. The force also includes seven speedboats and a helicopter used to scan
border areas. But the dogs work at the border but return to the agency's kennels in Texas, Mexico

says, allowing them to roam free in the U.S. and Mexico and lose important identification markings.
"These are domestic animals that have lost their identifying marks," said Mexico's Border Police

chief, Raul Plascencia, in a video produced by Interior Ministry. "In fact, they are like dogs without
owners." The government also accuses Border Patrol agents of working in collusion with "coyotes" --

human traffickers who are paid by drug
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